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Structural Demolition Compliance 
Document Number: EHS-0180		Revision (December 2025)
[bookmark: _Toc134453765]The following instructions shall be incorporated into project documents for the design, planning and execution of building demolitions.
1. PA DEP Demolition Notifications - Demolition contractor is responsible for completion, payment and submittal.  Draft forms will be issued to the demo contractor by Penn State EHS for review and completion prior to submitting to regulatory agencies.  The demolition contractor shall provide signed copies to EHS the same day, with proof-of-mailing/online submission.  Demolition shall not begin until 10-working days after the notification is submitted. Any and all revisions to the notification must also be provided to Penn State EHS at the time in which they are submitted.

2. Dust Control - Demolition contractor is responsible for wetting dust and debris from time of first contact until placing into appropriate waste or hauling containers or trucks. Fan-driven dust suppression misting systems must be used unless otherwise directed. All dust/debris shall remain wet at all times and no fugitive dust emissions shall be allowed to leave the jobsite.

3. Water for Dust Control – When applicable, Penn State will provide a meter attached to a fire hydrant to use during demolition or other supply from adjacent building. If not possible, demolition contractor is responsible for providing water tank / pump trucks if on-site water access, flow or pressure is not sufficient for operations.

4. Asbestos - Every effort has been made to identify and remove all asbestos-containing materials from the facility prior to demolition. If suspect asbestos is discovered, cease operations and notify EHS and the project leader immediately.

5. Lead Paint - Peeling or flaking paints on exterior surfaces must be stabilized prior to demolition to prevent soil contamination. This can be accomplished by coating with diluted, inexpensive latex paints or clear coatings.

6. Mercury – Unless otherwise directed, all laboratory drain traps are assumed to be contaminated with mercury. Mercury devices and drain traps are to be removed from the building, properly packaged and disposal managed through Penn State EHS Chemical Waste Management Program. 

7. Demolition Debris – Demolition debris must be disposed of at a licensed Pennsylvania landfill. 

8. Painted Brick, Block or Concrete – Unless otherwise directed by Penn State EHS, Painted Brick, Block or Concrete cannot be recycled or used for Clean Fill on Penn State or any other property. These materials must be disposed at a Pennsylvania licensed landfill. A waste plan detailing specific landfill and any required testing of this material prior to disposal must be included in bid.

a. University Park or Projects within Centre County – All construction debris generated within Centre County is required to be coordinated through Centre County Solid Waste Authority (CCSWA).

9. Clean Fill – For any material imported or exported as “Clean Fill” defined below, a Form FP-001 must be completed by the generator (Penn State OPP Environmental Compliance Group for exported materials) and a waste plan conforming to PA DEP’s Management of Clean Fill Policy shall be included in the bid. This includes materials being defined as clean fill and owner information for planned sites where the clean fill will be placed. Contact Penn State’s OPP Environmental Compliance Group for assistance.

a. “Clean Fill” Definition: Uncontaminated, non-water soluble, non-decomposable inert solid material.  The term includes Historic Fill, “as defined in the Management of  Fill policy, may meet the definition of clean fill if the material is limited to uncontaminated soil, rock, stone, dredged material, used asphalt, and brick, block or concrete from construction and demolition activities that is separate from other waste and recognizable as such”.

10. Contaminated Soil - If unusual stains or odors are detected in soils, cease operations and notify Penn State’s OPP Environmental Compliance Group and EHS immediately.

11. Earthwork – See Division 31 of Penn State’s Design and Construction Standards pertaining to additional requirements for demolitions containing earthwork. Contact Penn State’s OPP Environmental Compliance Group for specific instruction. 

12. Onsite Well, Cistern and/or Septic Decommissioning – Onsite well, cistern and/or septic system must be properly decommissioned per PA DEP regulations and local municipality requirements. Contact Penn State OPP’s Environmental Compliance Group for specific instruction.

13. Chemical Substances - Prior to demolition of any Penn State structure, due diligence must be performed to ensure that all chemical (hazardous or non-hazardous) substances have been removed from the location by EHS or other trained/certified personnel. Chemical substances may include but are not limited to; flammable materials such as fuel, paint, adhesives, sealers, and spray aerosols; corrosive materials such as water treatment chemicals and cleaners; and toxic and non-regulated materials such as oil, glycol, and other household consumer products. Universal Waste, which includes fluorescent lamps, mercury containing devices, pesticides, batteries, and ballasts must also be managed appropriately prior to any structure's demolition. The removal of these products may be written within the scope of work for the contractor to consolidate; however, the materials should be managed by Penn State EHS for proper disposal or recycling. 

14. Electrical Devices – Electrical devices that are in working condition may be recovered by Penn State. Any devices that remain shall be taken to an electronic recycling facility.

15. Refrigerants - Refrigerants are to be properly recovered from all building systems including window air conditioning units, refrigerators, freezers, dehumidifiers, water fountains, etc. by a certified technician prior to any building demolition, in accordance with federal and local environmental regulations.  In cases where the refrigerants are going to be removed by the contractor, only certified HVAC technicians shall be allowed to recover any refrigerants.

16. Fire Extinguishers – Extinguishers in usable condition and are not expired may be removed from the building by Penn State OPP prior to demolition. Any extinguishers that remain shall be fully discharged prior to disposal or recycling; demolition contractor may need to hire a professional service depending on the type of extinguisher.

17. Building Contents – Any remaining building contents such as desks, chairs, cabinets or any other material that does not fall into the categories above will either be removed by Penn State or can be disposed of as municipal waste or recycled.	
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