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Asbestos Bulk Sampling Procedure
Note: This procedure is intended to assist Licensed Asbestos Building Inspectors perform asbestos bulk sampling at Penn State facilities.  Other than EHS, individuals that may collect bulk samples include Licensed Inspectors within OPP Planning & Estimating, Commonwealth Services Project Coordinators, and pre-qualified consultants.
PPE:	Site-specific

Equipment:	Sampling tools				PSU blockplan(s)
Decontamination wipes			Building and OPP keys
Sample bags					Camera

Procedure:
1. Utilize existing records within EHS to determine if a material has already been historically sampled and found to contain asbestos.  By researching historic sampling data, abatement records, and building plans, EHS will either develop a sampling plan to assist other Licensed Building Inspector’s or perform the sampling internally.

2. Follow sampling methodologies described within the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA) Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA), such as:

a. Collecting 3, 5, or 7+ samples of each homogenous surfacing material

b. Collecting 3 samples of each homogenous thermal system insulation material

c. Collecting at least 2 (preferably 3) samples of each homogenous miscellaneous building material

3. Separate layers of building materials so that only one building material is present within a sample bag.  Examples include floor tile / mastic, drywall / joint compound, and plaster base / skim coat layers.

4. Decontaminate sampling tools after the collection of each sample.

5. Use Penn State blockplans to mark the location of each sample.  

6. Take photographs of each homogenous material that was sampled.

7. Bag each sample individually and sharpie the sample ID onto the bag.  All samples by and for Penn State utilize the same nomenclature, as described below:

1021-802-001B

10  month the sample was collected 
21  year the sample was collected
802  PSU building number
001  sample number
B  asbestos bulk sample

8. Complete the Chain of Custody and provide detailed sample descriptions and sample locations.  Send the Chain of Custody to EHS for review and sign once finalized.

9. Place all of the sample bags into a single, larger bag and submit the samples along the with Chain of Custody to the asbestos laboratory specified by EHS OR drop the samples off at the EHS office for sample processing.
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